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ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY S/CCT: RAFEAREY:NWH 
APPROVED BY S/CCT: RAEEAREY 
AE/E:WCOOTE (DRAET) 

NEA/ARN:ARDAY (DRAFT) 

MiWEGAN (DRAFT) 

S/S: LCJOHNSTONE 

013570 

O P 250050Z NOV 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
INEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL ASMARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 278425 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, ET 

SUBJECT: CISCO II AND KAGNEW II 

REF: A) DAMASCUS 4670; B) KHARTOUM 2608 (NOTAL) 

1. IN LIGHT PARA71, REE A, AND EARLIER MESSAGES, THERE 
APPEARS TO BE LITTLE PROSPECT OE PRODUCTIVE CONTACT WITH 
PLE OR ELE IN DAMASCUS. EMBASSY DAMASCUS, AND ALSO 
EMBASSIES BEIRUT, JIDDA AND ROME, SHOULD NEVERTHELESS 
MAINTAIN A WATCHING BRIEF, ALERT TO ANY OPPORTUNITIES 
WHICH MAY ARISE TO EURTHER RELEASE OF CISCO II AND 
KAGNEW II. 
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2. FOR KHARTOUM: THIS BRINGS US BACK TO KHARTOUM AND 
GOS, WHICH HAS ALWAYS APPEARED TO OFFER MOST PROMISING 
PROSPECT OF EFFECTIVE CONTACT WITH AND INFLUENCE OVER 
THOSE HOLDING CAPTIVES. LAST WORD FROM GOS WAS EN- 
COURAGING REPORT REF B, NOVEMBER 8, THAT ELF AND PLF REPS 
HAD DEPARTED FOR ;ASSALA AND PORT SUDAN, RESPECTIVELY, 

EN ROUTE TO ERITREA TO ARRANGE RELEASE OF KAGNEW II AND 
CISCO II. UNLESS IT PERCEIVES OBJECTION, EMBASSY RE- 
QUESTED TO TAKE UP WITH GOS IN RATHER EUNDAMENTAL WAY 
STATUS OF RET .RASP, EFFORTS AS VIEWED BY GOS, EXPLORING ANY 
INITIATIVES WHICH IT OR EMBASSY BELIEVES MIGHT LEAD TO 

PROGRESS IN THIS NOW LONG CONTINUED CASE. INGERSOLL 
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